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SWE as you may have liked – 

never fear!  You’ll be hearing 

from us once again this Sep-

tember, and there will be 

plenty of opportunities to get 

involved.  Your only task be-

tween now and September is 

to renew your membership 

with SWE-LV! 

So – enjoy these summer 

months, enjoy the picnics, 

vacations, time with family and 

friends, and of course the sum-

mer sun… just don’t forget to 

wear sunscreen! 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR SECTION PRESIDENT… 

By Jessie Walters 

“WHY ARE YOU A MEMBER?” CAMPAIGN! 

By: Erika Squitieri 

As we wind down activities for 

FY10, I thought it would be 

nice to include some reflec-

tions and thoughts from the 

past year. 

In the past months, we have 

made great strides in terms of 

our strategies and processes 

regarding membership, succes-

sion planning and scholarship.  

We have continued with our 

“staple” activities, such as 

participating in local area sci-

ence fairs, working with our 

Lehigh collegiate section, ad-

ministrating our local scholar-

ship program, and creating 

Holiday Hope Chests in con-

junction with the Community 

Bike Works.  We have also 

added new activities, including 

quarterly happy hours, partner-

ship with (and sponsorship of!) 

the PSU Berks collegiate inter-

est group, and the establish-

ment of a Career Guidance 

committee that is working with 

local area high schools to en-

gage young women with pro-

fessional female engineers 

and help them learn about 

careers in engineering, math 

and science.  We created a 

Facebook page, in order to 

provide more immediate up-

dates to the section on events, 

and a LinkedIn page to post 

job opportunities.  This will 

provide a resource for mem-

bers to connect with recruiters 

who are looking to employ 

women engineers in the Lehigh 

Valley.  We also raised over 

$450 dollars for the section 

through our iGive initiative and 

our annual Premier Designs 

Jewelry Fundraiser – all thanks 

to you, our members! 

I’d like to thank everyone who 

made this year such a success.  

Everyone who participated in 

any of our events this year not 

only made an impact on the 

Section, but also on each of 

the women and communities 

that we touched.  For those of 

you who haven’t been able to 

devote as much attention to 

 Expand our networks and 

meet new people 

 Host more events: we can 

do more with more mem-

bers! 

 Foster more diverse ideas 

I look forward to building our 

membership with your help next 

year!  If you have any ideas or 

would like to be more involved 

in this effort, please send an 

email! 

 

So…Why are you a member of 

SWE? 

I’ve recently collected some 

personal opinions, stories and 

experiences from our current 

members to discover their rea-

sons for being a member of 

SWE.   

These will be used in our up-

coming “Why Are You a Mem-

ber?” Campaign! 

If you have some more stories 

or comments you’d like to sub-

mit, please email them to:  

squitie@airproducts.com 

The “Why Are You a Member?” 

Campaign will start SWE-LV’s 

push towards increasing mem-

bership!  Our current members 

are just as important as new 

ones...and your help will be 

needed in order to make this 

successful. 

As a current member, you too 

will benefit by helping to in-

crease our membership.   

With more members we will 

have the opportunity to: 
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Biomedical Engineer-

ing; Deborah Chi, Mora-

vian Academy, major-

ing in Biomedical Engi-

neering at Duke Univer-

sity; Stefany FeKula, 

Allentown Central 

Catholic High School, 

attending Rensselaer 

Polytechnic Institute, 

majoring in Biomedical 

Engineering; Katherine 

Leiby, Wyomissing Area 

High School, studying 

Biomedical Engineer-

ing; Alyssa McHale, 

Northampton Area High 

School, who will major 

in Computer Engineer-

ing at University of 

Delaware; Chelsea 

Monroe, Muncy High 

School, majoring in Bio-

engineering at Penn 

State; and Hannah 

Spece, Pottsville Area 

High School, who will 

study Civil Engineering 

at Penn State. 

The Lehigh Valley Sec-

tion of the Society of 

Women Engineers held 

its annual Scholarship 

Awards Brunch on May 

2, 2010.  Seven schol-

arships were awarded 

to local students and 

the section volunteers 

were recognized.  The 

SWE-LV scholarship 

program is in its tenth 

year and has awarded 

over $200,000 to 66 

recipients over its his-

tory.  The recipients are 

high school senior 

women who intend to 

major in engineering at 

ABET accredited col-

leges and universities 

in the fall of 2010.  

Evaluation is based on 

academic achieve-

ment, extracurricular 

and leadership activi-

ties, a recommenda-

tion, and an original 

essay.  A total of 

$15,000 was awarded 

to the students this 

year, through the gen-

erous donations of cor-

porate sponsors: Air 

Products and Chemi-

cals, Inc., Bosch 

Rexroth Corp., 

Brenntag North 

America, Inc., 

Conectiv, East 

Penn Manufac-

turing Co. Inc., 

Essroc Cement 

Corp., First En-

ergy Corpora-

tion, GEO Spe-

cialty Chemicals, 

Keystone Consulting 

Engineers, Inc., Lutron 

Electronics Company, 

Inc., Monarch Precast 

Concrete Corp., 

The Pidcock 

Company, and 

PPL Corporation. 

The featured 

speaker at the 

awards brunch 

was Martha 

Dodge, P.E., who 

is the Senior Di-

rector of Smart 

Grid Technologies at 

PPL Corporation.  She 

sponsors PPL Electric’s 

Smart Grid Strategy 

development and the 

$38 million PPL Smart 

Distribution project, 

which was awarded a 

Department of Energy 

Stimulus matching 

grant for half the pro-

ject cost.  

This year’s seven tal-

ented recipients are 

Sarah Careyva, Mining 

and Mechanical Insti-

tute, who will major in 

SWE-LV 10th Annual Scholarship Program 

By Jen Doyle 
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òThe SWE-LV 

scholarship program 

is in its tenth year 

and has awarded 

over $200,000 to 66 

recipients over its 

history.ó 

Pictured above: The SWE-LV 2010 award recipients 

and  SWE-LV member attendees 

Pictured above: SWE-LV section member 

attendees (from left to right) Barbara 

Bachman, Amanda Witmer, Khue Tran, 

Jen Doyle, Kathy Kinsey, and Jessie 

Walters. (Nisha Ashar is taking the pic-

ture). 

Pictured above: SWE-LV 2010 Scholarship Award 

recipients 



ENERGY SYSTEMS ENGINEERING AT LEHIGH UNIVERSITY 

By Deb Mellish 

WINE, ANYONE? 

By Erika Squitieri 

OFFICER SLATE FOR FY 2011 

in 2009.   The program is 

intended to provide pro-

fessionals needed to ex-

pand the energy infra-

structure with renew-

ables, smart grids, clean 

coal, and sustainable nu-

clear, to name of few of 

the challenges facing the 

electric power indus-

try.  For information on 

LU's ESE program, go to      

http://www3.lehigh.edu/

engineering/academics/

esegrad.asp.  

In the summer of 2009, 

Lehigh University began 

offering a new engineer-

ing graduate program in 

Energy Systems Engineer-

ing.  It is multi-

disciplinary:  the first 

class of 24 had students 

with undergraduate de-

grees in mechanical, elec-

trical, chemical, indus-

trial, bio engineering - and 

even physics.  The full-

time program  provides a 

Masters of Engineering in 

ESE in 10 months (30 

credits).  In addition to 

engineering technical 

electives, it includes core 

classes such as  Energy 

Generation, Transmission 

& Distribution, and Energy 

in the Environment.   The 

students also do a 3-

credit thesis project with 

an industrial partner.  The 

Chair of the program is 

Dr. Andrew Coleman, pre-

viously with the Electric 

Power Research Institute 

and active in Carbon Se-

questration R&D.  Debra 

Mellish, a member of 

SWE-LV, worked with Dr. 

Coleman and Dr William 

Gould (currently with 

EPRI) on developing the 

Energy Generation class 

This is the new Slate for our FY 2011 

Section Board.  You will have two weeks 

to review the slate and make com-

ments.  At that point, a ballot will be 

emailed out and you will have an addi-

tional two weeks to cast your vote for 

our next Section Officers. 

Thanks!  

some wine tasting, learn 

about the process of making 

wine, and informally network 

with fellow SWE members.  

It’ll be a great time, I hope 

you can join us! 

Stay Tuned...CHEERS! 

Our section hasn’t gotten a 

chance to set up a Spring 

tour yet...so to make up for 

that, we’ll be planning a 

Summer tour to a local win-

ery!  Plans are still being 

finalized, but stay tuned to 

hear more information 

about the tour, tasting and 

dinner plans!  We’d love to 

make this as social as well 

as informative...so take a 

break this summer and join 

us at a local winery to enjoy 
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Be sure to cast your 

vote before  

June 30th  

for our Section 

Officers for FY 2011! 

Itõs sure to be an 

exciting year! 

Lehigh University Crest 

POSITION SWE MEMBER 

President Jessie Walters 

Vice President Kathy Kinsey 

Secretary Barb Bachman 

Treasurer Heather Grieco 

Section Representative Brianne Wilburne 
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